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WESTERN MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION
Engages with Western Gov. Assoc. on Alternative Energy
By Kevin Ritchie, Coordinator, Western Municipal Association

The Western Municipal Association (WMA) hosted its largest attendance ever
(140 municipal officials) at it Annual Meeting in Orlando on November 14, 2008.
WMA Chair, Pat Eklund, Novato, CA, gave a brief recap of the accomplishments of the WMA in 2008:
The Chair met with the Western Governor’s Association (WGA) and the Council
of State Governments – West to discuss potential collaboration between local and state government.

Western Municipal Association adopted policies supporting:

· The collaborative ENLIBRE policy to solve environmental issues in the West.

· The WGA’s program to protect critical animal migration corridors and

· The WGA’s Western Resource Energy Zones (WREZ) program to support regional development and transmission of wind, solar, geothermal, and biomass energy resources.

WMA was awarded a seat on the Western Governors Association WREZ Technical
Committee and is assisting in the development of the WREZ public outreach effort.
Developed a WMA Website (www.westma.org).

WMA Implemented a quarterly electronic newsletter and sent articles to western state leagues to publish in their newsletters.

A unanimous vote of members to amend the bylaws: To change the name of the organization from the Western Municipal Conference to the Western Municipal Association, and creating a two-year term limit for Chair and Vice-Chair.

Linda Welch Hicks, WMA Support Staff from the California League, was given an award for her excellent work supporting the WMA.

Lynne Barker with ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability (www.iclei.org) spoke about how the organization shares best practices to assist local governments in reducing local emissions footprints.  She also encouraged cities to sign and implement the U.S. Conference of Mayors Climate Protection Agreement.

Richard Halvey, Program Director for Energy, Western Governors Association, spoke on WGA environmental and energy initiatives (See www.westgov.org ), especially the Western Renewable Energy Zones (WREZ) Project:
Goal to add 30,000 megawatts (MW) of clean energy in the west by 2015.
“We have the technology, we must create the will to implement...”
“The strategy behind the WREZ Project is to identify the best regional resources, the best regional markets, and the best way to develop adequate transmission lines.”
